OTLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
- 0O0 - 


Mr.  Chairman  &  Members, 

I  heg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December  1939* 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2067, 
the  Report  is  much  curtailed. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


Area  (in  acres)  2934 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

fa)  resident  population  mid. 1939  11,010 

(b)  average  population  appropriate 

to  the  calculation  of  death-rates  11,150 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939) 
according  to  Rate  Books  3?300 

Rateable  Value  £68,358 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny-Rate  £258 


Social  Conditions  In  describing  the  conditions  existing  in  the  many 
and  varied  industries  of  this  town,  the  year  must  lb e  divided  into  two 
parts,  the  pre-war  period  of  eight  months,  and  the  final  four  months 
in  which  all  the  industries  were  mobilised  for  the  production  of  the 
munitions  of  ¥ar.  During  the  first  period,  there  was  much 
unemployment  in  the  engineering  shops,  textile  mills,  paper  mills 
and  the  leather-works,  owing  to  the  disturbed  international  outlook, 
trade  was  in  a  depressed  state,  more  especially  the  export  side.  In 
the  final  four  months,  alL  the  industries  were  organised  for  Government 
work,  and  soon  the  Labour  Exchange  found  its  number  of  unemployed 
diminishing  to  srnalL  figures,  and  skilled  men  who  had  drifted  into 
non-productive  forms  of  work,  had  to  be  re-called  to  work  in  the 
engineering  shops  and  mills. 


Vital  Statistics 


Total 


Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

-  Illegitimate 


142 

8 


Still  Births 
Deaths 


4 

133 


M. 

5 


78 

3 


3 

73 


1 

60 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimate( 
resident  pooulation,  mid. 1939 
13.  62 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  & 
still)births,  25*97 
Death  rate  per  1,000, 
estimated  average  population, 
11.92 


Deaths  from  puerperal 

causes 

(Headings  29  and  30 

Registrar 

General’s  Short  List)  : 

Rate  per  1 

• 

Deaths 

(live  &  st 

No.  29 

Puerperal  sepsis 

nil 

nil 

No.  30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

nil 

nil 

Total 

nil 

nil 

* 


• 


V 


> 


Death-Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 


AID  Infants  per  1,000  live  "births  18.  98 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  20.00 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  14 

11  M  Measles  (all  ages)  nil 

"  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

"  M  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  nil 


There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during 
the  year,  and  no  evidence  that  unemployment  has  exercised  any 
significant  influence  on  the  health  or  physique  of  children  or 
adults. 


HOUSING 

Twelve  houses  of  the  two  room  type  for  the  aged  have  been 
completed  and  occupied  during  the  yoar,  It  is  proposed  to  build 
another  twelve  when  conditions  perm  t.-, 


Notifiable  Diseases  (o  her  than  tuberculosis)  during 
the  year  1939* 


Disease  » 

Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified 

to  hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ! 

21 

v 

20 

0 

Diphtheria  j 

22 

22 

0 

Pneumonia 

24 

0 

8 

Erysipelas 

8 

5 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

— —  -  -» 

7 

0 

0 

Age  Groups 


Disease 

under 

1  year 

1- 

2- 

3- 

< 

4-i 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65  &  over 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

17 

r 

5 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

8 

2 

4 

4 

2 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

1 

3 

J_ 

1 

0 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

!  0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

i 

1 

1 

* 

0 

- : 

2 

Q 

C 

:  1 

1 

_ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis 


Age 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Re  s  pir  a 1 0  ry 

Respiratory 

Non-Re spir at ory 

* 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

Fc 

M. 

F. 

15- 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25- 

2 

0 

0 

0 

C 

0 

0 

0 

35- 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45- 

3 

0 

0 

0 

JL 

2 

0 

0 

55- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  & 

upwards 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

/ 


(2) 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29940679 


In  presenting  this  my  first  Annual  Report,  I  greatly 
regret  its  attenuated  form.  I  also  wish  to  record  my  sincere 

thanks  to  the  Chairman  &  Members  of  the  Council,  to  the  Clerk, 

Sanitary  Inspector  &  Surveyor,  from  all  of  whom  I  have  received 
ready  help,  more  especially  during  the  early  months  of  the  war, 
when  much  organisation  was  necessary 'in  developing  our  First  Aid 
and  Ambulance  Services.  The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  work  has  been 
greatly  increased  by  the  largely  augmented  number  of  animals  now 
slaughtered  at  the  Otley  Abattoir,  this  entails  early  morning  visits, 
and  frequently  take  up  a  large  part  of  the  day.  Notwithstanding 

these  extra  demands  upon  his  time,  the  normal  sanitary  inspections  have 
continued  throughout  the  year. 


I  am, 


Mr.  Chairman  &  Members 


Your  obedient  Servant 


H.  WOLFE,  M  D.  ,B.  S.  ,D.  P.  H.  . 


November,  1940. 
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